The lap of lwcmy

Water, water everywbere — and i£s full of South
Africans being furned on fo the boating lifestyle

Vilords Dave Mullamy
Photographs courtesy Boating World and The Last Word
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LIVING ON THE WATER

Cppogite The Rreincass Enwre chartered powsr croiser in Cape Town is operated by the Last Word group of

‘intirnats’ hotels. Abowe |8ft to right The Fairling Targa 38 Gran Turigrno, available from Boating World,

e all like to dream. %Win the
Lotto, drise an Ason Martin,
o 3 sea-facing penthouss in
Cliftor, or spend the rest of our
lives tramlling the world on permanent acation

For many people, such fantasies often focus on
the notion of 2 lazy, idyllic life aboard 2 boat — not
on some hard-graft, ccean-going, keelhanl-the-
mnizmnmast roing wmohe, but aboard ore of thoe
super-luzury craisers you se bobhing atanchor in
the Caribbean, M onte Carlo, the French Biviers and,
indeed, right here at Cape Town: WV & A Watedron:
or the Dhurban Yachs Iole.

Mot lomg ago, I strolled around Ionee Carlo
vacht basn to gawk at the warr charion of the
exwerely rich and famous Cne of the vessals thare
wras the 12 fm mega-vache, O, property of
Microsoft co-founder, Panl Allen. The boat iz an
occasioral wisitor to South African waters and sports
a0 helicopters and even fwo mind submarines, If:

a soberng vessel: the wood parelling on her pocop
deck probably cost four fimes the price of wour
hous — even if vou dolive in Clifton.

Back here in South Africa, boats are 3 td mone
modest, but, at the top end, stll sery much in the
luzary class. Evenoso, 3 growing mmber of South
Africans obvionsly agree with cld Batry of The Wind
in the Willswes farne that here’s absolutely nothing
half so much worth doing = simply messing about
in beoats’, and are going sailing in larger mmmbers
than ever befor. This may sound odd in the middle
of 2 recession, but experiernced wachte, Haml
Holrzhausen, zavs that while SAL beating fraternisy
iz sall compard with these oerssas, the mumbers
of casnal day and weekend sailers are growing: “The
lifestrde atmact people with a st for the ousdoors
and advenmre, but it also carers for wour day miler
who dmply enjoys the serenity of the ccesn. Wate
also Hlemed with fabulows weather, which males
sailing an all-wmar oppormnity’

Haml has 10 sears of smiling experierce and
hardles reser-ations at Dmrban: Offshore Sailing
Acaderasy founded 33 jmars ago funder another rame)
by v hting legends, Chris and Libkby Bonret. Chris is
gome nuoew, bt his faisty wife maintins the academ s
ground-treaking traditdons Fhe Bormets idroduced

s21l trining to South Africa), which have sen more
than 20 000 South Africans mrmed from landlubbers
into fully qualified milers and slhppars.

Derrick Lewy owmns Durbant Boating World. The
comparny is 2 well-respecked dealership with offices
in Durhan and Cape Town and specialises in hemry
motor wmehts from Britdsh mammfacturer Fairline and
Anstralia’ Riviera.

Derrick paints anevocatve pictire of the boating
life: “Gating up oo 2 glorous sinny moorming to the
lapping of the water against the haull is what life is all
about on a motor jmche. For some, ith the azde of
fredhly canght cravfizh cocking in wine; for others,
it the screarn of the marlin reel out on the deap-sea
fishing zore.” Dermrick learned his fade as 2 youngser
growing up beside the Vaal Riser, where his father
mn a boatkl for local leisure craft. The good news for
Gautengs land-locked mariners is that there: plenty
of current boatng achviry on the Vaal, ore of the few
South African rivers suitble for pleasuring boating,
Many of theos who own properties on the riverbanls
bave their own craft, while local outis offer a wariesy
of river cruises.

So, whats not to like about the lifestde? WWall,
cyclomes, tsunamis, Seomali pirates and submerged
confiners, for stmrters. But, hey, if that bothers wou,
do what a lot of local sailors do: stick cloe to land
ard enjoy the experence without any of the desp-sea
dangers. Darrick savs the keyv to miling success is for
buyers to get 2 wessel that’s right for their reeds. “Cape
Town e wrd o insest in lixury cmising moeosor
wachts s0 that thev can enjoy the teautfu] Cape coas:.
Sports fehing vachts, mch 2 the company: Biviers
boaw, are popular for ture fishing and casching
crayfish Thev'e also popular in Durkan and Rickard:
Bay, where owrer: relish the thrill of deep-ssa
fishing, Cruising to the beantiful Mozambique idand
archipelago at Bazaruto has also bec ome popular’

I wouTe keen to get cut on the wakr but your
mnoneyislocked npinproperty orstoc kmarke tdealings,
then you may want to join a symdicar and share the
costs. Derrick says, “South Africa has a3 good number
of wessals cwmed by syrdicares, The process put more
people on board beats. For example, 2 12m smchtwith
10 cwmers works out atabous RSO0 000 each Stapup
toz 20m luwmry brend and wou'e looking at around
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LIVING ON THE WATER

Abowe left and inset The Riviera Fiybridge Enclosed 335 IPE at anchor; hardwoo d floors multiply the feeling of luxury. Abowa right and ingst The Fairline Zquadron 58 makes

waves; the Bguadron 58°s roo ey interors.

B2E5 million each With moning and mainrenance
cost split 10 wass, it suddenly becomes 3 moore siable
cption, and as larger wessels include a slipper, all
wou have to do i walk on board, lewe fan ard then
wrally off”

Diges a motor mcht male 3 good imesmoent?
Dlerniclk sy, Boats can be animestment, 3 they donk
devalue at the mte of, =% 2 moter car. Intermetional
brand names are linked to offshore cumencies, so th&jr
can increase in wwlue Also, bost owrenship means you
can entertin clisnts and perhape charter the wwesel
to recoup costs. But newer forget the sheer persomal
T o eTit aspect

Hazel kes a shichtdy different, um, fack: “ou're
irrvesting in a lifestde Yonr wessel is an asset that will
entance your life. Bur if you'te locking at pare asset-
tased retum, [ can only repeat what Clris Bonnet
usad to say: " Ivest In © onfiners, not vachs!™’

South Africa has 3 well-respectad boat-tmilding
industry and iz renowred for it smil- or mootor-
powered catararare. The awrage local cat is about
15z and has the adwantage of spaci cumess and extra
accamm odation. Last year, B2.5 tilli on in locally bails
boat was exported from the Wastern Cape alore.

Meanwhile, in spite of great tracts of nrsnitble
coasthine marins developrment in South Africa is
growding apace. Apart from the obvious Cape Towen,
Drtan, Port Elizbeth and Bast L ondonmcht bavere,
ther are alio excellant marines at Knywena, Bichard:
Bay, S5t Francis Bay and Port Alffed, and mnland at
Hartheaspoort Diarn. Thares also the possibility that
the m—c\cﬁ_—nn, h\:\ﬂy c,mte:st&d, anall-craft harbour
planred for Durban: Peint Waterfront right actally
be built soroe fime this century Another story ...

As for interior decor and equipment on modern
motar yaches, the sly is the hmit. Dernck sy, You
can have 3 top-of-the-range sound speter, DWVDL TV
with DETY, fully equipped gallews with ice-maker,

With thankz to ...

coffes machine fodges and freemrs. Ly firishes
are mnore of less stardamd: plush carpets, eak foodng
ard granits tops”

Mooring coss vary according to location and
sz of the wessel At the W & A Waterfront, berths
cost around Bé 000 month, while Durbean asks a
mere B.1 5004 onth.

If vou don% want the hasdes of hbecthing,
maintining and provisoning your cwn wesel, then
there s albwmays the clarwer option — popular with
COTpOmAte groups of even a group of friends planning
some calebratory blowout.

Oire of the moost desimble wmeals in this regard is
the WV & A-based Maeilis 2 30 m vacht with six cabire,
a Jacuza on deck and coclomdl and -:ha:npaa;r& bars.
She can ke 5% people cut to sz and can hos 110
Zuess when dhet ged up.

Mautilus Meadia Ivanager Ivandi Jarman says the
recession has bad litde effect on business: “Wete busy
hosti.n,g a mc\stl‘y COr poTate moarlpet for surset clarters
ard cocltail &R, E:.Peu:ia]ljr Pn:vpula: are the
crayfish barbecue ard champagre cruise to Cliffon.
Mauties 15 clearly a clas act — nermatonal guess
fawe included 175 rapper IMC Hammer and singer
Exlie Mincgue” Interested? A three-hour cruise for
up to 25 people costs B0 000, or B 300 head.

Arncther charter option in the Cape =WV & A
babimé, Frirress Bmmw, operated by the Last Word
hispitality group. She = a 25m lusury cruiser that
offers Momte Carlo-stvle opulence and al fresco
dining for up to eight guess. Dhily mtes include
all meals and an cvernight stay in ome of her four
en-mite cabire.

Tlere are of ¢ curse, dozens of charter options in
all of cur port cities, from five-star, pushe out-the-boat
sunset spactaculars to ramcous, kmees-up Mother Sarie
Marmis booz cruiss for the mineto-five st The
cheoice s yours ... )

Boating Workl, +27 ¢0)31301 115, +27 (0321 418 0840, boatingworkl o .za
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Contact Jessica

@

Boating World
on 021 418 0840
or

to make your
booking on a

charter
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